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Kutztown Rotary Bulletin

Kutztown Rotary Club, District 7430, Club 5433 - Address:  P.O. Box 127, Kutztown, PA  19530

Organized April 1, 1926 Wed. @ 6:30 PM at Moselem Springs Inn – Rt 662 & Rt. 222 West of Kutztown 
As of Dec. 1, our newsletter will be distributed by email. Please give your e-mail address to P. McCloskey or send your e-mail address to rotarians@earthlink.net . You can also read the newsletters at http://home.earthlink.net/~rotarians . 

Nov. 24—Thanksgiving eve. No meeting

Dec. 1—D. Wetzel introduced 3 local students that our club sponsored for Camp Neidig, Karen Hertzog and Justin Knabb from Kutztown, and Samantha Zilinski from Brandywine. 


Ms Hertzog plays right field on the softball team, and participates in band, jazz band and was part of the pit orchestra for this year’s musical. She works at a fabric store and plans to attend Eastern U. majoring in special education with a minor in Spanish. Mr. Knabb is a member of the Macintosh tech team (Apple Corps), and is taking History of Civilization at KU. Ms Zilinski is a member of Art Club, FBLA and plays softball and snowboards.


All 3 found the Camp Neidig experience motivational. They made new friends, learned how to work successfully together and what makes a good leader. Karen said problem solving was more difficult when a leader didn’t step forward and help direct the group. Justin said his group had the opposite problem and suffered failure when there were too many leaders. High school students with varied religious and cultural backgrounds were at the camp. Samantha said the 4-day camp reaffirmed things she already knew. They all agreed it was a great and useful experience.

Dec. 8—L. Biehl introduced Students-of-the-month Sara Walter and Ashley Weeast. Ms Walter participates in Kutztown High School's marching and concert band, the pit orchestra, Jazz Lab Band, chorus, show choir and chamber chorus ensemble. She writes for Reading Eagle's Voices, participates in church activities and volunteers at the Historical Society. She attended the PA Governor's School of Excellence for Teaching and is Kutztown's candidate for Berks County Outstanding Young Woman.


Ms. Weeast is Brandywine's Outstanding Young Woman candidate. She participates in NHS, FBLA, Key Club, Art and Drama Clubs, band, the fife & drum corps, chorus, and the Choraliers. She is class secretary, participates in her church programs and is a tour guide at Crystal Cave. Both students will receive $50 savings bonds.


D. Lutz introduced guest speaker, Dr. Gary Kunkleman professor at Penn State University. The subject was Islam, the Muslim religion.  Islam is the world's, and the U.S.'s, fastest growing religion. If current trends continue, according to some estimates, it will have more adherents by the year 2023 than any other faith. Only 15% of the world's 1.2 million Muslims are Arabs. The largest Muslim nation is Indonesia, with 160 million Muslims among its 200 million people.  They represent the majority population in more than 50 nations and are important minorities in many others. Muslims comprise at least 10% of the Russian Federation's population, 3% of China's, and 3 to 4% of Europe's population. Islam is the 2nd largest religion in France and the 3rd largest in Germany and Great Britain.


Muslims believe that Prophet Muhammad ibn Abdallah (570-632), following God's instructions through the Archangel Gabriel, called humanity to a faith acknowledging Allah, which is the Arabic word for God. The faith was Islam, the Arabic verb meaning "surrender" or "submission," as in surrendering to God's will. It is a prophetic religion: Qur'an: "Say ye: we believe in Allah, and the revelation given to us, and to Abraham, Ismail, Isacc, Jacob, and all the tribes. And, to that given to Moses and Jesus, and that given to [all] prophets from their Lord. We make no difference between one and another of them."


The fundamental principles of Islam are unity of God; belief in the prophetic mission of Muhammad; and belief in the Day of Judgment and resurrection. In addition, Islam has 5 cardinal tenets called the Pillars of Faith: Muslims must: bear witness that "there is no God but God, and Muhammad is his Prophet"; pray 5 times/day as a regular reminder of their commitment to Islam; give a portion of their income as a tax and 1/5th of their income to the poor based on the concept that a society cannot be pure as long as there is hunger and misery; fast during the day for the whole month of Ramadan (the month Mohammad began receiving divine revelations) to experience the hunger of the poor; make at least one pilgrimage to Mecca if physically and financially able.


Islamic law is called the Sharia and includes the Qur'an, the study of the prophet's life (sunna), the prophet's sayings and teachings (hadith), legal analogies based on the Qur'an and hadith, and legal decisions that arise from consensus (in the belief that God would not allow the whole community to go astray).  In the 7th century there was a struggle over the succession and legitimacy of the leadership of Islam. A split resulted, creating the Shiite and the Sunni branches of the religion. Shiites hold Sunnis responsible for the killing of 'Ali, caliph and son-in-law of Mohammad.


Today in Iraq, Shiites maintain a slight majority over the Sunnis. According to Dr. Kunkleman, the religion has been radicalized. Estimates are that there are between 15-40,000 active jihadists perpetrating the violence, but there are many more sympathizers. Like the Christian and Jewish religions, there are strict adherents  (ex: Wahhabi in Saudi Arabia) and moderates  (ex: in Turkey). Differences are cultural. Political boundaries are less important than tribal ties.


For extended reading: Islam: A mosaic, not a monolith by Vartan Gregorian, Brookings Institution Press; Washington DC, 2003.  An Islamic democracy for Iraq? by Ian Buruma, New York Times Magazine, 12/5/2004, p.42.

Announcements: • The 2005 Annual Conference celebrating the 100th anniversary of Rotary will be held at the Eisenhower Inn, Gettysburg on 4/29-5/1. Registration forms are available from N. Hildenbrand.


• Continental Shoot at Martz’s Game Farm Friday 3/11/05, $300:  200 released pheasants, warm up flurry of clay targets, lunch, sporting clays contest with prizes. 12 hunters only for clean up hunt. Gift for each shooter. 4 $100 money birds Call Tom Turner 944-6871. Pay by 1/31/05.


• The clubs of West Reading, Reading and Wyomissing invite us to celebrate the 100th anniversary with them at the Reading Country Club on Saturday, 1/8/05. Cost is $60.

Calendar: Remember the prayer and the thank-you. 
Dec. 13—MONDAY, Christmas at Bowers Hotel. Sleigh rides.

Dec. 22—B. Bender

Dec. 29—B. Fortley

Jan. 5—D. Wagner

Birthdays: NANCY HILDENBRAND on 12/8 turned 40 again.

Anniversaries: 12/29 J. Springer

Celebrate Rotary. As a volunteer organization with over 31,000 clubs in more than 165 countries, Rotary initiates humanitarian programs that address today’s challenging issues, such as hunger, poverty, and illiteracy. Rotary is the leading private sector contributor and volunteer arm of the global effort to end polio.













